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DEDICATION. 


‘ 

O the Hon. Joun Hancock, ’ 

Efq; Prefident of the Conti- 

nental Concress; and to all the ; 
refpeCtable Mzmsurs of that moft 
—auguft Assemsiy.—---To the brave 
Generats of our armies, and patriotic 
Herors, who are fpirited by Heaven 
to exert their fuperior abilities in the 
moft noble and generous manner, for 
the defence of our diftreffed country, 
bleeding under the cruel and murder- 
ous hand of unexampled tyranny and 
oppreflion ; whom God in his provi- 

dence, has raifed up to be his glorious - 
inftruments, to fulfil {cripture-pro- 
phecies, in favour of his church, and 

American liberty, to the confufion of ' 

all her enemies ; the enfuing difcourfe i 4 

is moft affeétionately infcribed and de- ag 

dicated, by their moft dutiful, / 4 


devoted, and moft obedient, 
humble Servant, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


HE Author declares his abhorrence of a 
bigotted attachment to the low fingulari- 
ties of a party, and profeffes to act on the bene- ° 
volent and catholic principles of the gofpel ; 
therefore hopes his readers will not conceive any 
obnoxious idea from the word Cuaurcu, as he 
ufes it in this difcourfe, nor indulge or give way 
to jealoufy and prejudice fo far, as once to fuf- 
pect, that he means by this term, to point out Lie 
any one denomination of Chriftians, exclufive of 
all others---as diftinguifhed by their location and 
other peculiarities. The church, in his fenfe of 
it, includes all the worthy profeffors of chrifti- 
anity, who conduct themfelves on their probation 
here, as thofe that expeét to be judged hereafter, 
by the great evangelical law of liberty. He fully 
believes the Apoftle, when he fays, ‘ where 
the fpirit of the Lord is, there is liberty ;” and 
doubts not, but this fpirit has been plentifully 
poured out, not only in the New-England colo- 
nies, but Hie Mae on his Epifcopalian brethren in 
the 
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the Southern provinces, for whom he has the 
higheft efteem and affection, and would not for 
his right hand, fpeak or write‘any thing that 
might give umbrage or juft caufe of offence to 
fuch worthy patriots, fo ardently engaged in the 


common caufe, and ufing fuch vigorous, fpirited 


exertions for the defence and frefervation of A- 
merican liberty.---He “is fully convinced of the 
abfolute importance of uniting in the moft cordial 
friendfhip, as chriftian brethren and fellow-coun+ 
trymen, in this glorious conteft and ftruggle, and 
fully fenfible, that to give the ark a wrong touch 
in this critical moment, might be of unfpeakably 
dangerous confequence----But, however, appre- 
hends no hazard or danger of being mifguided 
by the fcriptures of truth, whieh confideration, 
amidft all his difidence, has prevailed with him 
to comply with the importunity of fome of his 
friends, in confenting to this publication. Hig 
earneft with and daily prayer is, that all differences 
and difputes may terminate in the firmeft union © 
and harmony of thofe colonies, and that liberty 
inviolate, may be fecured to every individual of 
every denomination, fo long as fun and moon {hall 
endure. 
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And to the woman were given two wings of a great 
eagle, that fhe might fly into the wilderne/s, into 
her place; where fhe is noxrifhed for a time, and 
times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent. 
And the ferpent caft out of his mouth water as a 
flood, after the woman; that he might caufe her to 
be carried away of the flood. And the earth helped 
the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and 
fwallowed up the flood which the dragon caft out of 
his mouth.’ And the dragon was wroth with the 
woman, and went to make war with the remnant of 

her feed, which keep the commandments of God, ana 

have the Aeflimony of Fefus Ghrift. 


HIS prophetic book is entitled, The 
Revelation of Jefus Chrift, which “he 

fent and fignified to his. fervant Joun, 

by his angel ; and which he received when ina 
ftate of banifhment,’in the ifle called Patmos, 
for the word of God, and the teftimony of Jefus 
Chrift, It pleafed the’ All-wife'and Omnifcient 
God, to give to this his faithful fervant, a very 
full and glorious vifion of the things which then 
were, or of the ftate of the church at that time; 
and of the things which fhould be hereafter, or 
the then future flate and condition of the church, 
the 
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the feafens of its flourithing and profperity, and 
of its declenfion ; its trials ‘and fufferings to the 
end of the world. Which vifion he was ordered 
to write, for the inftruction, fupport, and confo- 
lation of God’s faints, in the wars and conflicts 
they might have with their enemies, in every age 


and period of time, till the old ferpent, ‘the great 


dragon fhould be entirely overcome, and his king- 
dom compleatly deftroyed. . *¢ And bleffed is he 
that readeth, and they that hear the worps of 
this prophecy, and keep thofe things which are 
written therein; for the time,” that is, of their 
accomplithment, ‘is at hand.” The diligent 
and ferious ftudy of this facred. book ought. not 
to be neglected and defpifed, nor the things it 


contains be viewed as idle fpeculations, and vain 


empty amufements; but every man is bound in 
duty, to attend to the things contained herein, 
as to matters of great importance, with all the 
wifdom, fobriety and reverence he is capable of. 
It may with propriety be ftiled, «© The fure word 
ef prophecy.” The apoftle John was fo highly 
favoured, as to behold a door opened in heaven} 
fo near to which he was: brought as to look: in. 
and fee the glorious things tranfacted there, to 
confirm his faith as to the truth of thefe won- 
derful predictions and prophecies to be accom+ 
plifhed on earth. Chap. iv. 1. and the firfl voice 
which he heard, was.as of a trumpet talking with 
him, which faid, “« Come up hither, , and T will 
fhew thee things which muft be hereafter.” Ace 
cordingly God difcovered to him all the moft re- 
markable events that fhould befal his church, 
and the nations and kingdoms of the world, even 
to the clofing period when the angel thould; ftand 
up and fwwear, that time fhould be no more: 
"Which 
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Which things he was ordered to pen down in 
dark, emblematical, and figurative language, the 
‘meaning of which, tho’ it- cannot be fully coms 
prehended in the prefent dark ftate of the church; 
yet may be! fo’ far underftood as to. afford much 
fupport and encouragement to-God’s ‘people in - 
times of their greateft diftrefs'and fuffering, and 
tend to eftablith their’ belief of the truth of this 
pait of ‘divine revelation, ‘and of the ruling pro+ 
vidence of God which is conftantly at work to 
fulfil and aceomplifh the events herein, prediéted — 
and foretold. > Dares HOY lennon ia 
© Wirw'a view to affift us in forming juft con- 
ceptions ‘ofthe nature and defign of thefe pro- 
phecies and predictions, and to lead us to a tight 
improvement of fuch providences of God by 
which they are fulfilled, ‘I’ thall make twe or 
thteé obfervations, before I’ proceed direétly to — 


explain the paflages that have been read. 
1, Twoutp obferve with all judicious com- 
mentator$ and expofitors that have wrote on‘ the 
fubjec, ee ’, of the reigh and kingdom 
of the man of fin, the-old ferpent, the dragon, 
its rife and progrefs, and its downfal and over- 
throw, is the greateft, the moft effential, and the 
 moft ftriking part of this revelation of St. Johr. 
‘Theré*has been a mortal enmity between the feed 
of the. woman, and the feed of the ferpent, ‘evet 
fince the fall of man, and the premife of a Sa- 
viour for his recovery. The old ferpent, who fe- 
duced man by his. temptations, to fall, has ever. 
been ufing his fubtility and malice to defeat’ the 
purpofes of ‘divine grace, and’ to deftroy Chrift’s - 
kingdom én earth; and has; in all ages of the 
world, been: fuecefsful in ftirring up agents and 
ae seein -inftruments 
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inftruntents to accomplith this diabolical and hell- 
ith defign,, Amongzall his crafty, and fubtle in- 
ene ME operpas arch canker Me mringipal: lead- « 
ers and abettors of it, high in the honours and 
emoluments of this world, feems moftcunningly 
devifed, and beft, adapted to anfwer his, purpofe ; 
and has proved, the: moft' formidable engine of 
terror and cruelty to the true members of Chrift’s 
church. And this’ has been the.chief fubject of 
prophecy fince the coming of Chrift;, and was 
foretold by fome of the prophets wnder.the Jewith 
difpenfation. And whatever difficulty. and. per- 
plexity there..may be in many of, thefe dark, 
myfterious paflages, yet.in this view, the appli- 
cation of moft of them, is rendered eafy and ob- 
vious. A's popery’ has been the greateft enemy, 
and,the greateft corrupter of chriftianity, »we may 
rationally, conclude that more prophecies relate to 
that, than to any other diftant event... 
. By carefully. reading and ftudying the prophe- 
cies, given forth by: Daniel, by St. Paul, and 
more fully by. St. John, it will) appear, to be 
clearly,and evidently foretold, that fuch..a power. 
as that.of the Pope of Rome fhould be exercifed 
an the Chriftian church, and fhould authorife and 
eftablith fuch doctrines and practicesas are pub- — 
licly taught and embraced by the wi Deuseckern: 

members. of that mother of harlots,and abomi- 
nation.. The time alfo is fignified ;when,. and 
how long it fhould prevail; and that atlaft, upon 


_ the expiration of this term, it fhould be deftroyed 
‘gOrevermore, oes diy med 


y Meal) ea arth dosnt 
_ 2. Tuis popith myfterious.leaven of iniquity 
and abfurdity, by which the Chriftian religion has 
been. fo awfully adulterated and. corrupted, has 
4 eoieanh © not 
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not been cenfined to the boundaries of the Roman 
einpire, nor ftridtly to the territory of the Pope’s 
tafurped authority and jurifdiétion; but has fpread 
in a greater‘or lefs degtee, ‘among amet at the 
nations of theearths efpecally amongit the chief 


rulers, the princes and noblemen thereof. When. 


this great whore of Babylon, or papal Rome is 
defcribed, Rev. xvii. 1. her bewitching, infatu- 
ating enchantments are faid to be fuch, that the 
‘kings of the earth have been enticed, and in- 
- flamed in theit wicked lofts, to that degree as to 
have committed fornication with her; and the 
inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk 
with the wine of her fornication’ or whoredom. 
‘They have been ‘fo‘far corrupted and debauched 
by: this mother of harlots, as'to factifice ‘every 
di€tate of religion and reafon, and’ even common 
fenfe, to thofe alluring arts with which ‘fhe has 
been tempting, them.” The prophet Ifaiah had 
long before this, foretold, «* That fhe thould 
tufn toher hire, and’ commit fornication with all 
the kingdoms of the world, upon the face of the 
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_. | Wit the great red’ dragon, defcribed, Revel.’ 


xii, having feven heads, and ten hors, and feven 
crowns upon ‘his heads, made his irft public ap-. 
pearance, his tail drew a’ third part of the Aars 
of Heaven, and did caft oa theearth. The 
-apofile, under thefe fymbolical characters and at- 
tributes’ of ‘the great ted dragon, undo abiedly 
‘meant to point out Sata or the Devil Tee hts 
‘agents and inftruments, who are acting the part 


of avowed ‘enemies to the church of ‘Chrift; and 


ig the ftars of Heaven with his tail, muft 
‘me ‘his-fubjeéting the princes and potentatés of 
bile ; is a he : Sethe 
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‘the earth, with great numbers of the clergy, to 
his tyrannical influence and oppreffive {cheme of 

- government, The prophets often defcribe the 
perfecuting enemies of the church, under this 
emblem and figure. Pfalm Ixxiv. 13. ‘¢ Thou 
Maia the heads of the dragons in the waters, 
~&c.” And when God comes to deftroy thefe ene- 
mies, he is faid “* to cut Rahab, and to wound the 
dragon,” Tfaiah li. 9. fee alfo Ezekial xxix. 3. 
Thus faith the Lord God, behold, I am againft 

- thee Pharaoh, king of Egypt, the great. dragon 
"that lieth in the midft of his rivers, which hath, 
 faid, my river is mine own, and I have made it 
‘for myfelf.”. When the frightful monfter of a 
beaft, in fuch terrible array, is defcribed, Rev. 
xiii, the dragon is faid to give him his power, and 

~ his feat, and great authority; and all the world 
wondered after the beaft; and faid, <‘ Who is 
like unto the beaft? Who is able to make war 
with the beaft ?” Which expreffions denote the 
great extent of his power and dominion, as well 
as the blind infatuation of his deluded fubjects 
who made their boaft of it. It is added, « And 
power was given him over all kindreds,. and 
“tongues, and nations, and all that dwell upon the 
earth, hall worfhip him, whofe names are not 

~ written in the book of life, of the Lamb flain 
from the foundation of the world.” | Now, it 
can admit of no doubt, ‘but that there are multi- 
tudes of this charaéter in other nations and king- 
doms, befides papal Rome. . This is further evi- 
dent from chap. xiv. 8. when the angel comes 
to proclaim the fall of Babylon, the reafon given 


why God thus proceeded in rightepus vengeance 
and wrath, is this, viz, . Becaufe the made all 


nations 


a 


nations. drink of the wine of the Wrath of herfor~ 
nication.” Her’s was a kind of Circean cup, as 


. @pe obferves, with poifoned liquor, to intoxicate 
» and inflame. mankind ,to, fpiritual fornication. 
:» The prophet. Jeremiah h 


ath affigned mueh the 
fame reafon for her deftru€tion, chap. li, 7. ¢* Ba~ 
bylon hath been a golden cup'in the Lord’s hand, 
that, made all the earth drunk; the nations hath 
drunken of her wine; therefore the nations are 
mad.” When the fixth angel poured out his 
vial, Rev. xvi. . Three unclean {pirits like frogs, 
are faid to come out ef the mouth of the dragon, 
and out of the. mouth of the beaft, and out of 
the mouth’ of the falfe prophet, which are faid 
to be fpirits. of devils, working miracles, which 


go forth unto the kings. of the earth, and of the 


whole, world, to gather them to the battle of the 
greatiday of God Almighty. Thefe unclean fpi- 
tits here compared to frogs, a very low-lived, 
inferior kind ef animals, who are peeping and 
croaking in the dark holes and corners of the 


- earth, moft probably reprefent popith, jefuitical 
_maiffioners, or thetools and emiffaries in general, 
_ of anti-chriftian, tyrannical power, who are the 


fpirits of devils, and have free accefs to the kings 
of the earth, and are faid to be goneiforth through 


the whole world, and are induftrioufly. ufing all 


their moft artful ftratagems, and diabglical craft 
and fubtility, to impofe upon mankind, and te 


engage them in the fupport and defence of the 


kingdom of, Satan, in oppofition to the mighty 
hoft, marfhalled: up by thewdard Almighty, for 


the overthrow and defteuétion thereof. Thefe 


-feripture prophecies and predictions that have now 
Been cited, to which more might be: added, were 
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it neceflary, make it abundantly evident andma- 
nifett that the anti-chriftian, tyrannical fcheme of 
popery, in one fhape and form, and another, was! 
to have a very extenfive {pread and influence, not 
only thro’ the territories of papal Rome, ‘but 
thro’ all the nations and kingdoms of the world in 
yeneral, and that the kings and princes of the 
rth, as well as their fubjects, were to be much 
intoxicated and infatuated therewith ; to the great 
diftrets and perplexity of the true chuch of Chrift, 
which, fo fat’as I have been able to obferve, has 
not been fuitably noticed and attended to-by ex- 


ota and divines that’ have wrote on the fub- 


et; the want of which has occafioned much per- 


_ plexity and obfcurity in’their comments on fome 


paflages, which, in the right view of them, are full — 


of fignificance and importance. For inftance, that 


paflage in the xiii. chap. of this myfterious book, 
where the image of the beaft is fpoken of, “I con- 
fefs,” fays a great expofitor, « I know not what the 
image of the beaftis, diftinct from thie beaft itfelf.” 
The reafon of which was,’ no doubt, his limiting 
and confining thefe prophecies to’ fo narrow a cir- 
cle, as ‘papal Rome. ..Every man of common 


. fenfe, knows that the image of a thing is fome- 


thing'different’ from the thing itfelf. ‘Therefore; 
to make fenfe of the language here ufed, we mutt | 


pei ae arama shea ibe aho- 
ther: 


ot kingdom of the'world, which was a livély figure 


and refemblance of that exercifed‘at’ Rome, the 


head-quarters of tyranny and perfecution®. ‘Whe- 


thet [that -perfecuting »péwer be intended,’ that. 
~hasiin’ years’ paft, “been, fo cruelly and barba- 
*s ce the appendiss Stern fottia e2 Botts cece 
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uapltedi France, and other popith coun+ 
rl again{ft thé humble, followers bi cain to 
the. matiacre and deftruétion. of fo many, thous 
f proteftants*; or a there be a refe- 
rence to the corrupt fyftem of, tyranny. and oppref 
fion, that has of late been fabricated and, adoptec 
by the)miniftry and. Pare of Great-Britain, | 
Bb ae ootanenret ¢ to PT a fis 
Roman catholic intereft, > aiming at the extenfio 
and ‘eftablifhment of it, and fo. uti tt 
the civil, feces liberties of all { 
ssid cannot.po dal determine. hak 
. the seat €s_reprefent .this ie fe iaesies 
tian tyranay, aig ee baie oe 
and univerfal A Pit che gals | a Tike Ne Nebu- 
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Fedral 9a tre neay ren, and 
ety ms aes sof the earth, it 
pees appear ftrange. or fhocl tous, to find 


that our own nation has been, infome degree, in- 
fected and corrupted thet wi eleaiceny saat, ome. of 
‘our, princes and chief rulers haye had a criminal 
converfe and, fam ‘liarity jit the old mother of 
hashes and been fippin -of the LER cup of 
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‘various kinds Nedanbnayae etek houfand cliritti- 
angi  Belides: mes an state nie mu nile hi Reith 
freee to on t roughoui it €, . Dy ‘the or neh hand 

tyranny and perfecution. © He Sy fated caine een, 


aid May yet be tlain in Ameriéa, ththe war and confiét with the 
beaft, and the image of the beat, it cannot yet be afces tained. 
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Ner fornication; fo as to be intoxicated, ifnét whol- 
ly drunk with her poifonous liquors: Before what 
§s called the reformation, the matt of fin reigned 


triymphant in our mother-country, without much 


‘check or controul ; whieh reformation was not fet 
_ @n foot on the pureft principles of genuine’ chrifti- 


anity, nor carried to perfeétion by King Henry 


the Eighth, who is fo celebrated as the author of it. 
nthe reign of Queen Mary, the doctrine and 
ceremonies of the catholic religion ‘were re-efta- 
‘blithed, and the Pope’s authority and jurifdiction 
acknowledged in Aaah sandearwey catch, feveré 
perfecution rigoroufly carried on againft the in- 
gocent, confcientious profeffors of the proteftant 
religion; and a moft'tragical fcene of bloodthed 
and flaughter exhibitéd, as ever England beheld. 

- Ir we pafs from this dark and bloody period 
ef Englith hiftery, and come down to the reign 
‘of the Stuarr family, we fhall find three or four 
of our kings Pe hie cee G and infatuated 
by the enticing and bewitching inchantments of 
the old whore of Babylon, to that degree, as to 
drink deep of the intoxicating wine of her fernica- 
tion, to the entire deftruction of two of them; and 
‘to the great diftrefs of the nation in genetal. 
‘How far’ the prefeat miniftry have walked in this 
‘enchanting road, and hew fond they are of the 
kind embraces of this old filthy harlot, the world 
willjudge from their open attempts to propagate 
and eftablifh popery, that exotic plant, in thefe 
northern regions ; which is not a native of our be- 
nign foil, norof our heavenly Father’s planting»; 
and their gathering up‘f armies vee dat Ro- 
man catholics to dragoon us into flavery and ‘bon- 
‘dage, or maffacre and butcher us and our fami- 
ne ooh nad eee + . hes, 
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ieyPand lay our ‘pleafant country in defolation 


Meron ef tis is 
“3, Stnce thefe prophecies and predictions, re- 
lating to the tridis and fufferings, the wars and 
confliéts of the church with her anti-chriftian 
enemies and adverfaries, may be juftly taken in” 
fucha large, extenfive fenfe and latitude ; we may 
rationally conclude that many of them have re-. 
ference to the ftate of Chrift’s church, in, this. 
American quarter of the globe; and will fooner 
or later, have their fulfilment and accomplith- 
ment among us. The proyidences of God in- 
firft: planting his ‘church in this, then howling, 
wildetnefs, and in delivering and preferving of it 
to this day, are in a manner unequalled, and mar-. 
velous; and are reckoned among the moft glori- 
ous events that'are to be found in hiftory, im thefe 
latter ages of the world. . And there are doubt-. 
lets ‘yet more glorious events in the womb, of 
providence, which the prefent commotion thro’ 
the nation and land miay (however unlikely in the. 
view of fome) be the meahs of bringing to pats. 
There is no part of ‘this terraqueous globe better: 
fitted and furnifhed in all effential articles and ad-, 
vanjtages, ‘to make a great and flourifhing empices 
no part of the earth, where learning, Jeligion,. 
and ‘liberty have flourifhed ‘more for the time. 
And as to the rapid increafe’ of its inhabitants, 
and fwift population, it cannot be paralleled in, 
alfhiftory. There is no part of the world where. 
‘its inhabitants, through’ fuch a large extent of. 
territory, are under. fuch bonds and obligations,, 
from felf-intereft, ‘to keep in the firicteft, unign, 
and hatmony together. “They have every mative, 
-. aad inducement to this, that can'well be conceived 
i ; 
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of. And this union, by the bleffing of Heaven, 
is become as general, perfect and complete, as 
could well be expected in fuch a corrupt diforder- 
ed world as this in which we live. 

Turse United Colonies have arifen to fuch a 
height as to become the object of public atten- 
‘tion thro’ all Europe, and of envy to the mother 
from whence they derived; whofe unprovoked 
attack upon them in fuch a furious hoftile man-- 
ner, threatening their entire ruin, is an event that 
will make fuch a black and dark period in hiftory, 
and does fo deeply affect, not only the liberty of 
the church here in the wildernefs, but the pro- 
‘teftant caufe in general, thro’ the chriftian world, 
and is big with fuch confequences of glory. or 
terror, that. we may conjecture at leaft, without 
a fpirit of vanity and enthufiafm, that fome of 
thofe prophecies of St. John may, not unaptly, 
be applied to our cafe, and receive their fulfil- 
ment in fuch providenees as are paffing over us. 

I ponot mean to undertake a nice, exact cal- 
éulation of the periods pointed out in this pro- 
phetic book; nor to range thro’ the hiftory of the 
world for events to find their accomplifhment. I 
am of opinion, that the church of Chrift in every 
age, may find fomething in this book applicable 
‘to her cafe and cireumftances; and all fuch 
paflages that are fo, may lawfully be applied and 
improved by us accordingly. There are. many 
_ cafes which happen, that bear a near likenefs and 
refemblance to each other, and which the fame 
prophecy may well fuit, in the moft material parts 
of it. It has pleafed that Ged who exercifes a 
univerfal providence over all things, fo to difpofe 
and order events, that the calamities and 2 pie 
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of the church, in’ fome meafure, run parallel 
one to another; and all the former efforts of that 
tyrannical petfecuting power, called the dea/, 
may be the types and figures, as it were, of his 

-laft and general effort againft the faithful witneffes 
of Chrift, and the true members of his church. 

THESE preliminary obfervations may affift us 
in explaining and improving thefe prophecies of 
Sti John; particularly the paflages that have been 
read, to the Pierge ie te sis which I oy per 
eeed. 

VERSE 14. And to she woman were given two 
wings of a great eagle, that fhe might fly into the 
wildernefs, into her place, where fhe is nourifhed 
for a time, and times, and. half a time, from the 
face of the ferpent.” 

Tue woman in this paflage, is reprefented i in 
verfe 2. as in a pregnant ftate, travailing in birth, 

“and in violent pangs to be delivered, which is 
doubtlefs defigned as an emblem of the true 
' church of Chrift. She is elfewhere fpoken of as 
the fpoufe of Chrift, who owns himfelf to be her 
_ head and hufband. A woman, we know, is the 
_ weaker fex, and looks to her hufband for fupport 
and protection. So the church has always been 
the weakeft part of the world, in herfelf confider- 
ed, and had her dependence on Chrift her head; 
for prefervation and fafety in times of peril and 
danger. This woman, the church, being in fuch 
a near relation to Chrift, the. brightnels of the 
Father’s glory, and exprefs i image of his perfon, - 
amidft all her own natural weaknefs and infirmity, 
has never appeared contemptible; but the moft 
glorious foeciety that ever exifted in our world. 
She is the king’s daughter, all glorious withis. She 


is 
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is fpoken of, verfe 1. as. being cloathed with the 
fun, and having the moon under her feet, and 
upon her head a crown of twelve ftars; whichis 
a magnificent defcription of her comelinefs, beauty 
and luftre. She is enlightened, inyefted and 
adorned with the rays of. Jefus Chrift, the great 
Sun of righteoufnefs, which makes her form 
illuftrioufly bright and majeftic.. She is in fuch 
a ftate of dignity and triumph, as to have the 
moon, with all fublunary enjoyments and ter- 
rors, under her feet. And on her head, to com- 
pleat her glory, a crown of. twelve ars, an em~- 
blem of her being under the light and guidance 
of the twelve infpired apoftles, who had been im- 
proved as mafter-builders under Chrift, in laying 
the foundation of this honourable fociety, and 
were fuch ufeful and diftinguifhing ornaments to 
it, One would think that fuch.a fociety as this, 
would have nothing ta fear from all the combined 
powers of earth and hell; and indeed, they have 
not in reality, fince ftronger is he that is for 

them, than thofe that are againft them. How. 
ever, they are not exempted from trials and fuf- 
ferings i in this world, We find, when the great 

red dragon appeared with his feven heads and ten \ 
horns, that frightful monfter the devil inftigated 
the tyrannical perfecuting powers. of the earth, © 
againft this harmlefs and innocent woman, the 
amiable fpoufe of Chrift, He had impudence 
and boldnefs enough to make an unprovoked at~ 
tack upon her, which occafioned her to leave the 
; imperial and wealthy abodes. of earthly grandeur . 
and magnificence, the courts and palaces of em- 
perors : and princes, and retired to fome obfcure, 
tolitary condition, for the fweets of liberty and 
_ peace. 
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peace: This furious attack of the great dragon 


on the wonian,: was an event of fuchimportance, . 


asito produce war'in Heaven between the angels 
of light, and the angels of darknefs. See verfe 


-y. % Michael,and his angels fought againft the © 


dragon; and the dragon fought, and his angels.” 
This Michael was the tutelar angel and protector 


of the Jewith church. Daniel x. 12. And he 


performs here the fame office of champion for the 
Chriftian church, Meaty pe Laon 
He, and the good angels who are fent forth to 
minifter to the heirs of falvation, were the invifi- 
ble agents on one fide, as the devil and, his evil 
angels were on the other. ©The vifible actors in 
the caufe of chriftianity, were believers, whether 
in a civil or ecclefiaftieal character, with the glo- 
rious martyrs and confeflors.. And in fupport of 
the oppofite fide, were the perfecuting powers of 
the world, with the whole dark train of the artillery 
of hell. .In this great confliGt and war, let it re- 
late to what period of tke-church it-will, which I 
am not anxious to determine with mathematical 
certainty; we find that thofe on the fide of God 
and true religion, overcame their formidable ene- 
my, with all his confederate powers, by the blood 
of the Lamb, and by the word of their teftimony:; 
and they loved not their lives unto the death. 
They were of fuch a brave, hereic fpirit, as to 
chearfully expofe themfelves to the greateft dan- 
gers in this glorious caufe; and many. of. them 
actually met death in the terrible confliét. But 
they fell,.as one obferves, to rife, and triumph, 
and reign, The dragon being thus defeated and 
vanquithed at his head-quarters, pagan or papal 
Rome; He takes a wider fcope and range, thro’ 
+ : ea the 
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the other nations and kingdoms of the earth. He 
was doubtlefs greatly enraged at the-ill fuccefs of 
his firft encounter, and marfhals up all his forces 
abroad, and proceeds with violence, to perfecute 
the woman which brought forth the man-child. 


‘Upon this the woman has a fecond flight into a 


more diftant and folitary wildernefs, «* unto ‘her 
place ;” to prepare her for which, two wings of 
a great eagle were given her, which is not men- 
tioned in her firft flight; and probably the did 
not then need them. | There! feems an evident al- 
dufion here, to what God faid to the children of 
Tfrael, Exod. xix. 4. after their deliverance from 
cruel oppreffive flavery in Egypt, when encamp’d 


before Sinai, and on their way to the good land 


of Canaan, “Ye have feen what I'did unto the _ 


Egyptians, and how. I bore you on eagles wings, 
and brought you unto myfelf.” He was not con- 
ducting them from a land of liberty, peace, and 
tranquillity, into a ftate of bondage, perfecution 
and diftrefs; but on the contrary, had wrought 
‘out a very glorious deliverance for them, and fet 


them free from the cruel hand of tyranny and op- 
_-preffion, by executing his judgments in a moft 


terrible and awful manner, on the Egyptians, 
their enemies ; and was now, by his kind provi- 
‘dence, leading them to the good land of Canaan, 
‘which he gave them by promife, for an everlaft- 
ing inheritance. Hence, as the trials and fuffer- 
ings of the Chriftian church were parallel in fome 
‘meafure, with thofe of the Jewifh, and there is 
.a great fimilarity and likenefs in the manner of 
‘God’s dealings with the one to the other ; it muft 
‘be evident, that expofitors have been miftaken, 
‘when.they reprefent this flight ef the woman intu 
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the wildernefs, as denoting the church’s going into 
greater peril, danger and affliction, where fhe was 
tobe more violently diftreffed and perfecuted, for 
a long time.. The word wiLpERness might pof- 
fibly fuggeft to their delicate, but inattentive 
minds, this frightful and fhocking idea. It is 
true, our fathers had the difficulties of an uncul- 
tivated wildernefs to encounter ; but it foon, by 
the bleffing of Heaven on their. labour and in- 
duftry, became a pleafant field or garden, and has’ 
been made to bloffom like the rofe. The paflage, 
in its moft natural, genuine conftruction, contains 
as full and abfolute a promife of this land, to the 
Chriftian church, as ever was made tothe Jewifh, 


of the land of Canaan. It is, in an appropriated’ 


fenfe, <¢ her place;” where fhe is nourifhed, from 


the face of the ferpent. And the dealings of 
God in his providence, in bringing his church 


from a ftate of .oppreffion and perfecution, into 
this good land, are very parallel and fimilar ta 
his dealings with the Ifraelites, in delivering them 
from the tyrannical power of the haughty, cruel 
monarch of Egypt, and conduting them to the 


good Jand. of promife in Canaan... Thus, they 


that wait on the Lord, fhall renew their ftrength ;° 
they {hall mount. up with wings, as eagles; the 
fhall run, and not be weary, they fhall walk’ and 
nNOtiioiiies ni Fa Pesta rin IL 

| Tuus the church, in this difficult, diftrefied 
feafon, whenever it happened, was fupported and 
carried, as it were, on eagles wings, toa diftant 
remote wildernefs, for fafety and prote€tion. And 
what period or event is there in all the hiftory of 
her trials and perfecutions, which thefe expreffions’ 
mere exactly defcribe,-and to which they can be: 
ies : applied 
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applied with more truth and propriety, than te 
the flight of our fore-fathers into this then howling’ 
‘wildernefs, which: was a land not fown nor occu 
pied by any ruling power on ‘earth, except by: 
favages and’ wild. beafts? It is an indifputable 
fact, that the cruel hand of oppreffion, ‘tyranny 
and perfecution drove them out from their plea- 
fant feats and habitations, in the ‘land of their 
nativity ; and that the pureft principles’ of religi- 
on and liberty, led them to make the bold adven-’ 
ture acrofs the wide Atlantic’ocean ; for which 
they furely needed the two wings of the ‘great 
eagle, to {peed their flight, and to fhelter and co-: 
ver them from danger, while feeking a’ fafe re- 
treat from the relentlefs fury and fhocking cruelty 
of the perfecuting dragon; and .a fecure abode for 
unadulterated-chriftianity, liberty and peace. ‘It 
is'remarked by the infpired penman of this pro- 
pheecy, and is worthy:of notice, that when the 
woman fled into the wildernefs, fhe came Intro 
HER PLACE. ‘This American quarterof the globe 
feemed to be referved in providence, as°a fixed 
and fettled habitation for God’s church;:-where 
fhe might have property of her own,.and the 
right of rule and. government, fo as not to be 
controul’d and opprefs’d in her civil.and religious 
liberties, by the tyrannical and perfecuting pow- 
ers of the earth, reprefented by the great red 
dragon.” ‘The’ church: never’ before ‘this, had 
prime occupancy, or firft poffeffion of any part of this 
terraqueous globe, in any great extent of territo-: 
ry. .In all countries and kingdoms. wherever’ 
Chrifiianity had: been. planted, before its intro- 
_- duétion into this American wildernefs, the ruling” 
-powers -in poffefion of the property, and right 

} oi hee ef 


a 25 a, ee 


of jurifdi@ion. and dominion, were in Opp fition 

0 this benevolent infiturion and the church had 
to make ae way through the greateft ofhible dif, 
ficulties. and, dangers.’ oN hile. thus in an.enemy,s 
land, her erfecutions. a oppreffions, her bloody 
trials. andl 
eerie 
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of. ‘peace and quict reft has been, greatér,. than 
the has ever Known fince fie has had exiftance and 
being. — When that. Gor a “tq; whom, the earth, be= 
longs, and the fulnefs thereof, brought his. church 
into. this, wildernefs, ag ‘on. ‘eagles, WIDYS5; by his 

‘ind,. Pp rotecting providence, he gave this) good 
land’ to her, to Becher own lot,and inheritance for, 
QNET« He, planted, her, aga, pleafant .and, choice 
Vine;,. “and drove out; ithe . Heathen before. her. 
her shas. apa 4 ‘noprithed ; and . cbeiithed healt ‘in, 

ri fant, tate, and protect Lon 
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Ld. othe | woman, the. church of fades a 
fuch hy ift and. grant from. Heaven, of this part: 

of. uel 

liberties and privileges, civil and religious, that 

Ne power on ; h can have any right to invade, 


_ much lef tod i{poffefs her of them. . And every 


attempt | of iu kind to opprefg and enflave her, 


mutt. be. abfolutely unrighteous, anda grofs violan, 
tion, of Juftice and truth.: He that has all power 
in heaven, and on earth, , who: will ion deftroy, 


hea’ t. % (the 
Behe D 


Pees 6 LET ORR ee Ore SR | ere Paes ee Seem 


Botnet PY 
wholly exenipted in this... Flowever, her, degres 


‘world, for the aniet enjoyment of her, 


rip, gs furnithout,the chief. fabje&t- of 
y from 6 beginning t to. the. prefeat, day, 
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the man of fin, and all his confederate powers, by 
the {pirit of his mouth, and brightnefs of his 
coming, declares in this prophecy, that the “* wo- 
man” fhall be nourifhed and preferved in her place 

_ here defctibed, ** from the face of the ferpent.” 
The ferpent fpoken of, isthe great dragon, called 
the Devil and Satan; the chief dire€ting agent in 
all the dark plots of tyranny, perfecution and op- 
preffion; from whofe malignant rage, the church 
has»a’promife of future protection. This old 
ferpent ‘hall never be permitted ‘to thew his de- 
formed face, much lefs'to lift up his monftrous 
head, and frightful horns in this place here‘given 
tothe woman for a fafe retreat and fecure abode, 
‘fora time, and times, and half a time ;” which 
probably means, “ tothe end of the world,” or, 
till all the times and periods fpoken ‘of.in this 
prophetic book are fulfilled and accomplifhed. I 
know that expofitors take thefe expreffions, ‘ for 
atime, and times, and half a time,” to include, 
only the period of one thoufand two hundred and 
fixty days, mentioned verfe 6, and fo underftood 
the phrafe «* for a time,” to mean one propheti- 
cal year, and ‘ times,” to mean two years, and 
<¢ half atime,” an half year; inthe whole, three 
years.and ahalf: But it feems more natural, and 
more agreeable to the phrafeology of feripture, as 
well as the connection of thefe prophecies, in the 

events foretold, to interpret this paflage as figni- 
fying all future time indefinitely. Or, if we apply 

‘ it to diftinct periods, the firft expreffion, ‘ for a 
; time,” I fhould think, might, with great propri- 
5 ety, be taken for the time or period, that hath al- 
ready been mentioned. This conftruction appears 
4 natural, and not in the leaft forced or ftrained. 
4 ; | Then 
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- Then the “ times” > will mean pags ie or - periods 
as follow after the fulfilment of the above; and 
the * half time,” ’ mutt fignify the clofing period, 
when time is near run out, and juft come to an 
‘end. Taking the paffage in its pees connection, 
and plaineft « and moft obvious enfe, we may well 
underftand it as containing a prophetic promife to 
the church, of fafety and prefervation, during the 
‘period hae’ ‘had been defcribed above, and thro’ 
all fucceeding times, even to the end of the world. 
Not but what the old dragon, with’ his’ black 
train of tyrannical perfecuting powers, might 
greatly afffict and diftrefs her: Yet, with all his 
cunning, . art, policy and power, . hall never be 
able to eftablith his enflaving doétrines, nor to 
‘erect his head and horns, ‘to exercife his ufurped 
‘authority and uncontrouled dominion, as in papal 
Rome. We may expeét, however, that he will 
be putting forth moft violent ftruggles and efforts 
for this bafe, malignant purpofe. 
One ry of weight, I have againft the 
‘current opinion of expofitors, who interpret the 
paflage, *‘ a time, and times, and half a time,” 
to fignify the fame period as the thoufand two 
hundred and three-{core days, is, that this is dif- 
honourable to the facred writer, and fhews that 
he rather meant to puzzle and perplex his readers, 
than to enlighten and inftruct them. I believe 
that all will allow, that the language ufed in the 
6th verfe, is more plain and intelligible, | and has 
a more fixed and determinate meaning, than that 
in the 14th” verfe. Now, to fappofe the fame 
ptried of time, is defcribed in the one, as in the 
wines is to: fuppofe, that the Apoftle, after he 
had 
Da 
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had defcribed.a thing in a plain, eafy, way tobe 
‘underftood, proceeds on to-involve the fame fub- 
jeét in a cloud of myfticifm, darknefs and ob{fcu- 
rity, which could not tend, very much, to the 
‘improvement and edification of Chrift’s church. 
‘It is ufual with all good writers, as they advance 
‘on their fubjeét, to elucidate and iluftrate their 
‘meaning more and more, to fet it in a plainer and 


“amore intelligible ‘point of light. ‘And this iS, 


efpecially, the tone of all inf{pired writers, and 
‘of St. John in particular, The light of reyela- 
‘tion is like the path of the juft, shining brighter 
and brighter in every page, till we come to the 


elofe ef it, 


Bur fhould my explanation of this paflage, 
after all, be difputed, and the time, times, and 
half time, allowed to include no more, altoge- 
ther, than the period of twelve hundred and fixty 
‘years, which I have taken to be included’in that 
‘expreflion only, “a time,” yet it will not mate- 


tially affect my fcheme. For, on the old plan of 


expofition, it is fuppofed, that after the expira- 


tion of thefe twelve hundred and fixty years, the 


trials and fufferings of the church will be chiefly 
over; and that a fcene of great peace, profperity 
and happinefs will open and commence. Hence, 
if the prophetic promife in the text, extends no 
further than to that happy and bleffed period, the 
church will fafely get through the long ftorm and 


-tempeft, raifed by the dragon; and fo, be ready 


for a fhare in the bleffings of that glorious and 
happy period to fucceed; during which, we need 
not be very anxious about her fafety, confidering 
other precious promifes that are made in her 


favour. ~ woe 
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‘Tum, ferpent is faid, verfe 15, ‘ to caft out of 
his mouth, water, asa flood,, after the woman, 
that he might caufe her to be carried away of the 
flood.” This, perhaps, is one of the artifices, 
fays a learned expofitor, which thefe enormous 
creatures make ufe of, « to beat down their prey,’ 
when flying from them. The common fignifica- 


tion of a flood is an inundation of water, &e. The. 
‘Pfalmift fets forth extreme dangers, under the — 


‘notion of aflood. Pfalm Ixix. 15. ** Let not the 
water-flood overflow me.” And the violent af- 
- faults, and fuybtle temptations, and fadden incur- 
fions of the Devil’ and his infiruments againft the 
church, are,compared to a flood, Ifaiah lix. 19. 
We When’ the enemy fhall come in like a flood, 


the fpirit of the Lord dhall lift up a ftandard:a- 


 gainft him.” Which prophecy may refer to, and 
have i its accomplifhments in the prefent flate of 
the church, about .which we are treating. The 
oppreffive’and perfecuting power here figuratively 
-deteribed, under the emblem of the ferpent, which 
‘occafioned the flight of the woman, the church, 

into this wildernefs, whenever it has prevailed, 
thas been full. of the moft inveterate malice and 
_enwy. againtt. her; and ufed every art and ftrata- 
age to extirpate. and deftroy her from the earth. 
ence,..the flood which the ferpent caft out of his 
‘mouth after the woman, may very naturally and 
properly. be interpreted to fignify all the fubtle 
‘temiptations,. artful fchemes, and machinations of 
"our enemies and adyerfaries, to enfnare and. cor- 
Tupt us, and to deftrey our liberties and privileges, 
that we might be embarraffed again under the old 
tyrant, the dragon, and patiently fubmit to the 
iron yoke, and galling chains of cruel oppreffion 
and 
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and bondage ; which machinations and contriv- 
ances have been too many to be enumerated in a 
fhort, concife difcourfe. Every one acquainted 
‘with the hiftory of our country, of the New-Eng- 
land colonies in particular, muft know, that there 
have been floods iffued from the mouth of the old 
ferpent, after the woman, to effect her deftruétion 
‘and overthrow. Whenever a fpirit of defpotifm 
‘has run high, anda lufting ambition after arbitra- 
ty power and lawlefs dominion has prevailed; 

“when the dragon dare venture to put on and wear 
‘his long horns ; the woman in the wildernefs has 
felt the grievous diftreffing effeéts. At fuch fea- 
‘fons, jefuitical emiffaries, “the tools: of tyrannical 
power, have been employed to corrupt her doc- 
. trines, and lead her into the belief of the. darling 
doétrines of arbitrary power, paffive obedience'and non- 
refiftance ; who, like the frogs that iffued out of the 
‘mouth of the falfe prophet, who are faid to have 
‘the fpirit of devils, have been flyly creeping into 
‘all the holes and corners of the land, and ufing 
‘their enchanting art and bewitching ‘policy, to 
lead afide, the fimple and unwary, from the truth, 
to prepare them for the fhackles of flavery and 
“bondage. Thoufands and millions of money, 
‘have, at one time and another, been expended 
for the purpofes of bribery and corruption, to 
accomplith this malignant defign. Evil, wicked 
men have been entrufted with the chief command 
in one province and another, where the door has 
“been open, to act as tools of a corrupt admini- 
‘ftration and tyrannical power, in forwarding and ~ 
ripening their deep-laid fehemes, for the deftruc- 
tion of thé woman. The colonies in America 
will not foon forget the cruel and tyrannical admi- 
niftration | 
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niftration of Sir Edmond Androfs, at Bofton, and, 
his evil defigns againft them in general ; and Lord 
Cornbury, at New-York; the late infidious and 
“traiterous conduct of Bernard and Hutchinfon,, 
is ftill more frefh in every one’s mind; and like-, 
wife of Gage, Carlton, and: Dunmore, who, by’ 
their bafe, perfidious and cruel behaviour, have. 
rendered themfelves uniyerfally odious and detent. 
able to the American colonies. In thefe and fuch 
like ways, not to mention the unrighteous fta-. 


tutes. reftricting and interdicting our trade and. 


commerce, the ftamp-act, &c. we have had 
floods poured forth from ‘the mouth of the fer-: 
pent, which at length, have brought on a civil, 
war. ‘The dragon finding his artful temptations. 
on the one hand, and his cruel. menaces and. 


threatenings on Sys other, ineffectual to gain the, 


woman to a compliance with his terms, has at. 
length become wroth with her, and brought over, 
his troops and armies to make war with the rem- 


nantof her feed. But, bleffed be God! all his’ 


efforts and ftruggles have hitherto been unfuccefs- 
ful. for the earth helped the woman., Verfe 16. 
<é And the earth opened, her mouth, and fwal-. 


lowed up the, flood which the dragon caft out of - 


his mouth.” 


Ir this is taken in the literal fenfe, to fon, 
that grofs terreftrial element which fuftains and. 


nourifhes> us,.it is ftriétly true; in. which fenfe 


fome of the prophecies have been, and yet will,» 
no doubt, be accomplifhed. The earth has ever. 
helped the woman fince her arrival to thefe fhores, 
with every article neceflary to her comfortable. 


fupport. She has never wanted for nourithing 
food, sand good: raiment 5 has never known the 
diftreties 
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diftteffes ‘arifing from fearcity of ‘bread,’ fnehing 
hunger and famine; has always,” from the fir 
fettlement and cultivation of the country, had - 
things convenient for her, and, as I truft, been 
contented with her lot and condition. © “The earth 
has,. in a very remarkable manner, thro’ the blef- 
fing of Heaven, been’ profufe and liberal in her 
precious fruits and productions, the year paft, 
when the dragon has been wroth with the woman, 
and ufing all ‘poflible: fehemes and contrivances to 
diftrefs her, and ftarve her into a “compliance to’ 
his defpotic and arbitrary rule, by fhutting up her 
ports and > harbours, and interdi€ting her trade 
_and commerce, and cutting her off from all fup- 
plies from her fithery, a very ufeful and neceffary 
branch of her trade and livelihood, by which’ 
thoufands were maintained. ‘T fay, when the wo- 
man has, in thefe, and in fuch like ways, been 
diftreffed, fhe has been helped ina very extraor- 
dinary way, by the earth. Our crops of all kinds 
lave heen plentiful. Our fruit-trees loaded with 
fruit, and prefled down with their burdens. |Our 
granaries are full. There is fuch an uncommon 
plenty of all kinds of good provifions for man. 
and beaft, that fome mconfiderate perfons are réa- 
dy to efteem it rather a curfe, than a bleffing ; as- 
bd know not how to: difpenfe with, ot difpote of, 
‘But not to enlarge here. 

i Anopss we’ take the expreffion in a figurative 
fenfe, to mean the men of the earth, and earthly 
powers, it may ftill, with truth and propriety be 
applied to our prefent cafe. For as the oppref-" 
five meafures purfued by the Britith parliament, 
firike at our temporal intereft and property, as. 


ect as our civil- and religious privileges, it will! 


oie engage 
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engage Sehile of an earthly temper to exert them- 
felves in the prefent ftruggles; by which means 
the earth helpeth the woman. And befides, the 
vaft advantage of thefe American plantations, in 
point of traffic and merchandife, to all fuch as 
trade in fhips, will doubtlefs, if the prefent. fyf- 
tem is purfued, engage the kingdoms of the world, 
and the merchants of the earth, to efpoufe the 
caufe of the colonies, to fuch pur rpofes: as will, 
in their operation, greatly. help the woman againtt 
or flood caft out of the dragon’s mouth. 


-Anp not only the earth, but the God that made 


it, nourifheth the woman ‘in the wil Idernefs, .a- 
midft the moft violent and cruel attempts of a 


tyrannical and perfecuting power, and has raifed. 
up perfons of a martial, heroic fpirit, and endow-. 


ed them with fkill, courage and fortitude, to de- 


fend and protect his church. The flood of the 


dragon that has been poured forth to the north- 


ward, in the Quebec bill, for the eftablithment. 
of popery, and other engines and inftruments that 
have been fet to work, to bring the favages down. 
upon us, to our utter deftruCtion, have ‘been. 


chiefly {wallowed up by our late fuccefsful enter- 


prizes againftthem ; and the woman has received. 
a great addition of ftrength from this quarter, as~ 


a door is Opened for breaking up the feat of the 
dragon i in Canada; and for bringing i in the Hea- 


then tribes, perhaps, the fulhefs of the Gentiles, , 
into firm league and friendihip with her, for her 
future defence and protection. So that inftead of ' 
being cartied away with this flood, fhe flands on. 
more firm ground, and is better’ eftablithed than — 
ever. Should we extend the, meaning of. ‘the , 
Barats, fo as to take in other neighbouring powers’ 


of 


(l 34 9) 


of the path they have likewife helped the wo, 
man in her diftreffes and troubles, by affording a 
competent fupply of military inftruments and war- 
like ftores for her defence and protection ; when 
all poffible precaution had been ufed by her ene- 
mies, to’ deprive her of thefe ufeful articles, fo 


neceflary for felf-prefervation; and thefe other — : 


powers feem fo friendly difpofed, that it is highly 
probable, fhould the ferpent continue to perfe- 
cute and diftrefs the woman, that they will foon 
open their mouth, and fwallow up the whole 
‘flood, even all the fleets and armies which the 
dragon may caft out ef his mouth. 

THE probability or conjecture of neighbour-. 
ing nations continuing to help the woman, the, 
church, to that degree, as to {wallow up all the 
floods, the ferpent may caft out of his ‘mouth 
after her, is founded, not only on their prefent. 
friendly appearance, ‘and the part which their in-, 
terefted views may lead them to take in the pre- 
fent controverfy, but on the fure word of prophe-, 
cy. See Rev. xvii. 16, 17. “And the ten horns; 
which thou faweft upon the beaft, thefe fhall hate, 
the whore; and fhall make her defolate and nakeds, 
and fhall eat her flefh, and burn her with fire., 
For God hath put in. their hearts to fulfil his will.” 
T hefe ten horns, doubtlefs mean. fome of the. 
kingdoms and princes of the earth, that have,, 
for a long time, been under the influence of the, 
beaft, the great whore of Babylon, and. had a: 


great fhare with her, in the cruel and bloody. _ 


work of tyranny, ‘perfecution -and oppreffion. , 

4 t the time is coming, and perhaps near at hand, 
1en their league and friendship with her, will 
be diffolved and broken; and their love turned 
7 into 


ig. $s a : 
Gnto Matred and a fpirit of revenge. | They will 
turn with warm zeal and violence againft her; 
and ufe all their’ ftrength and power for her de- 
“‘ftruction and overthrow. Thefe fhall hate the 
‘whore to 4 degree beyond what they ever loved 
her,’ and ‘fhall make her defolate and naked, 


They ‘fhall-ftrip her‘of all her coftly ornaments 


‘which'they have lavithed away upon her, and ef- 
fetually humble het infolence and pride, and ex- 
‘pofe her to public fhaine and diigrace; in the heat 
of their indignation and zeal, fhall eat her very 
— fleth, and burn her With fire. ‘They will do the 
"eft thorough exectition upon this old harlot, by 
whom they had been fo long infatuated and de- 
‘ceived; and wholly break up the ftupid fchernes 
‘of idolatry, with all the monuments of it, and 
‘bring the abettors and inftruments of tyranny and 
petfecution to their condign punifhment. This 
God will put into their hearts, by a ftrong and 
powerful impreffion, to fulfil his will; and they 
fhall agree in it, to perform his purpofe and de- 
fign.” ‘This prediétion or prophecy, it is thought 
‘by judicious expofirors, refers to the defttudtion 
of papal Rome, orto the demolifhing of the 
Popith hierarchy in general; and that the kings 
of France are pointed out, as the principal in- 
ftruments to effect it.” “They have, in years patt, 
contributed greatly to her growth and advance- 


ment; and done much at the cruel work of per- 


fécution. It is not impoffible, nor improbable 
that the time is coming, when their hearts will be 
turned againft her, and be improved by Heaven, 
‘as the principal authors of her. overthrow and 


ruin. France has been fatiated with the blood of 


Proteftants, and ’tis to be hopéd, will never thirft 
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after it any more. She has already fhewn fome 
‘tendency towards a reformation.; and therefore 
may. be judged very likely to effect fuch a revolu- 
tion, It appears from verfe 17, that the infatu- 
ation of Popith princes. will be permitted by di- 
vine providence, only for a certain limited period, 
“till the words of God be fulfilled. And then 
‘their minds fhall be turned and their eyes opened ; 

‘and they fhall ruin and deftroy all oppreffive, ty~ 
_yannical combinations, more eagerly than they 
‘effablithed them. Should our honourable Conti- 
‘nental ‘CONGRESS, fee. fit, in. their great, wifdom, 
‘at this difficult juncture, to open a. free trade, 
and eorrefpond. with that nation, ina way in 
‘which our. threatened tights and: liberties might 
‘have fuch fecurity and indemnification, as, to be 
‘in no ‘hazard or danger of any future encroach- 
ment on them, the {pirit of liberty might {pread 
and circulate with commerce; and from {mall 
fparks, Kindle t up into a bright and inextinguifha- 
ble flame, in that, and i in.other kingdoms of the 
earth; and fo haften the fulfilment of this pro- 
phecy, in the entire deftruétion of the beaft, or 
man of fin, and in the complete and glorious fal- 
vation of God’s afflicted church. 

“Tae dragon, in this. fituation, is reprefented as 
much embarraffed in his black fyftem of politics, 
in a ftate of great perplexity, and high paroxifm 
of paffion. Verfe 17. * He was wroth with the 
woman, and went to make wart with the remnant 
of: ‘her feed, which keep the commandments of 
God, and have’ the teftimony of Jefus Chrift,” 
Which 1 may refer te the prefent war that is carry- 
ing on with fuch heat and fury againft us; which 
feems chiefly levelled againft thofe who moft 


ftrictly 
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frilly. and con{eientioufly. adhere: to. the 7 ure, 
uncorrupted doctrine and worthip of our. pious 
forefathers ; and have not been feduced nor per 
verted from the right ways of the Lord, but ftill 
‘keep God’s commandments, and have the tefti- 
mony of, Jefus Chrift,-in his pute gofpel. 

midft all our Abeleniohs and: -back-flidings, en 
divifions and herefies, our contentions and fepa- 
ations, there remain yet inthedand a godly rem+ 


nant of the true. feed of the: woman, whochave: 


not been enticed away. to) worfhip the beaft, ‘nor 
prevailed. upon to receive his’mark;: who h ve 
never apoftatifed nor departed from the faith and 
practice of thechurch, as, firft planted in the wil- 
dernefs; but have continued ftedfaft and immoye- 
able amidft all the ftorms of temptation, and vi- 
olent affaults of the adverfary. And thefe feem 
the principal objets whichexcite the wrath and 
refeatment of the dragon, and againft which, the 
whole. artillery of his. indignation and:wéngeance 
has been pointed and aimed. Who, tho’few in 
number, yet with fuch other; helps and advantages 


as they are furnifhed with, will overcome by the . 


bloed of the Lamb, vane by the word of their 
teftimony... Their fidelity, courage and zeal is 
fuch, that fhould it come to a cafe of extremity, 
‘they will not love their lives unto the death. But 
this part of the prophecy will admit of a different 

interpretation, and as well fuit the prefent times. 
By the ‘* remnant of her feed,” we may under- 
ftand thofe worthy, true members of the church, 
ftaunch friends to liberty and the proteftant . reli 
gion, who remained {till in the mother-country, 
and did not come over with her when fhe took her 
flight into this wildernedfs. There has, ever fince 
the 


4 
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the fettlementiof thefe colonies, been numbers of 
pious, godly perfons, on the other fide of the 
-water, who have been friendly and well-difpofed 
towards us, and have ufed all their power and in- 
fluence to promote our growth, our wealth and 
profperity. This remnant of the feed of the wo- 

Ei fince our troubles have begun in America, 
have exerted themfelves to-their utmoft in our fa- 
wour, to divert the impending ftorm of vengeance 
fra lighting on us; have made ‘moft movini 

and affecting fpeeches in parliament, on the fub- 
ject; have publifhed many ufeful pieces in vindi- 
cation of the colonies; and have been, to the laft 
degree, faithful in correfponding with their friends 
on this fide of the Atlantic, to inform of the in- 
trigues and dark plots that were contriving againft 
us. Thefethings, together with the difappoint’ 
ment, fhame and difetace that have attended the | 
enterpriges of the dragon againft us, have roufed 
his wrath againft them likewife, ‘which appears by 
a very ofévere and extraordinary proclamation, 


publifhed to forbid this correfpondence between 


them and us, on the higheft penalty. © And from 
the commotions that began to be ratfed among 
them therefor, fhould this civil war ‘continue, it is 
highly probable, that within the term of another 
year, it may flame forth from the very bowels of 


' the kingdom, where it feems to be already kindling 


up,/and where our brethren, which keep the com- 
mandments of God, will unavoidably be diftrefled. 
But inthe iffue hereof, it is to’ be hoped, that 
the. dragon will be wholly confumed and deftroy- 
ed; that the feat and foundation of all tyranny, 
perfecution and oppreffion, may be forever de- _ 
molifhed; that the horns, whether civil or eccle- 
sia! fiaftical, 


x 
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fiaftical, may be knocked off from the beait, and 
his head receive,a deadly wound, and his jaws be 
effectually broken ; that peace, liberty and righte~ 
oufnefs might univerfally prevail; that falvation 
and ftrength might come to Zion; and the kin 
dom of. our, God, andthe power of his Chrift’ 
might. be eftablithed to.all the ends of the earth. 


IMPROVEMENT. | 


. We learn from what’has been faid,: the true’ 
pire as well as the deplorable effects of all dif. 
fentions and violent commotions amidft the 
Chriftian ftates. and kingdoms of the world; 
which, like terrible earthquakes, to which they 
are compared, often fhake them from the centre, 
and convulfe them to death and: ruin. If we 
trace them up to their time, fource, and origin, 
we hall prefently find, by the help of fcripture- 

- light, they all proceed from the inveterate envy - 
and malice which the dragon has againft the wo-_ 
man, ‘and the war and eonteft he is carrying on” 
againft her, and her feed. This is plainly held — 
forth in thefe prophecies of St. John, and is the 
grand fubject of them. It has, from the begin- | 
ning, been the conftant: aim and defign of “the” 
dragon, fometimes called the beaft, and the fer- 
pent, fatan, and the devil, to erect: a fcheme of. 
abfolute defpotifm andtyranny on-earth, and in-» 
volve all mankind in flavery and bondage ; and’ 
fo prevent their having that liberty, and freedom 
which the Son of God came from heaven to pro- 
cure for, and beftow on them; that he might — 
keep them in a ftate of fervile fubjeCtion to ae 
el 
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felf. He haé been, and ftill is the chief coun- 
fellor and directing agent in all the dark plots of 
oppreffion and perfecution againft Ged’s ehurch, 
to effect her deftruction ; that his own wicked 
fcheme of tyranny might: lace a full eftablifhment 


con earth, and bear down all before it. And it is 


truly marvellous, what fuccefs he has been permit- 
ted to have in accomplifhing this malignant defign: 

How, not only men of lower abilities and lefs 
difcernment have been deluded and infatuated by 
him; but many kings and chief rulers in church 
and ftate, of whom better things might'have been 
expected. Such, after they have been made drunk 
with the intoxicating wine of his fornication and 
whoredom, have been his chief inftruments in this 
cruel and bloody work. They are of fuch dark: 
complexion in their counfels, and purfuing fuch 
black defigns, that they are reprefented as 
“ afcending out of the bottomlefs pit, to make 
war againft nibs. faithful witneffes and fervants of 
Jefus Chrift, and to kill them.’ And who. can 
count up the numbers that have ‘been flain by 
them? Rivers of blood have. been fhed, at one 
time and another, in this terrible war and conflict 
which the tyrannical, perfecuting powers of the 


- earth have been inftigated by Satan, to carry on 


againft the church of Chrift. In the firft begin- 
ning of the Chriftian difpenfation, ten perfeeutions 
followed fucceffively one after another, while the 
government of Rome was in the hands of pagan 
emperors. 


In this ftrugele between Pipnae and Chrifti- 


anity, thoufands of martyrs and confeffors were 
moft cruelly and barbaroufly tormented, and put 
to death, ‘Thefe horrid maflacres of the faints 

may 


Sa be 
may be emblematically; or at reprefent-, 
ed in the 6th chapter, of this. prophetic -book, in 
the oth verfe of which, the apoftle is faid to have 
feen under the : altar, the fouls of them that were. 
flain for the word of God, and for. the teftimony, 
which they held. Ard after Rome became 
Chriftian, or rather Papal, and the man of fin 
made his public appearance, the woman and her 
feed, the humble followers of Chrift, fared yet 
worle, and. were more. hardly and cruelly dealt 
with than ever, by their perfecuting enemies, 
who are inwardly galled ir in their confciences, and 
rik to e tormented at their pure doétrines,. plain’ 

iI remonftrances, and exemplary lives. See 

at Xie 10. ‘When this great red dragon was» 
moaned on high, with his feven heads and ten, 
ns, the firft objeét on which he exercifed his. 
tyrannical, and perfecuting power, was the church,» 
reprefented i in thefe prophecies by the woman and, 
t feed. Hence, when fhe appeared pregnant, 
ready to chahg forth children, when the gofpel. 
began to ave fuccefs, and new converts were. 
Heh. and le d to the church, this dragon ftood ; 
eady. to feize. and devour them, like a hungry. 
ty eagerly waiting for his prey; and ha’ per-, 
her with rage and fiercenefs, not only thro’ » 

ne. ii Aad cities of Tealy. and Bohe-., 
ae “rance, Spain, and England, and thro’ their 
colonies and plantations, even to the uttermoft 
ends of the eatth. When the took the wings of: 
the great eagle, and, ‘under the proteéting provie 
dence of God fled into the wildernefs, he conti-. 


\ 


‘nued wroth. with her, and poured forth floods, 
.of his indignation and vengeance againft her. ; 


hi: Wo to the inhabitants of the earth, and of the 
F fea,” 


te 


fea,” fays the apoftle, “ for the devil is come 
down to them, having great wrath, becaufe he 
knoweth that he hath but a fhort time.” This. 
dragon, the great enemy of God, and of his 
church, whatever fhape or form he has affumed,. 
whether that of the fpotted leopard, with the feet 
of a bear, andthe mouth of a lion; whether his. 
horns have been ten, or only two, like a lamb or 
goat, ‘giving life unto the image of the beaft; yet. 
he has in every appearance, when he had oppor- 


~ tunity, difcovered the like fiercenefs and cruelty 


he has yet fpoke as a dragon; and when times _ 


of temper, thirfting for the blood of the faints. 
When his fhape and form has wore a milder afpect, 


would allow of it, exercifed all the power of the 
firft beaft, caufing the earth, and them that dwell 


thetein, to worfhip him; giving forth tyrannical. 
mandates and decrees, that as many as would not’ 
worfhip the image of the beaft, fhould be killed: 
Gathering all into his fervice, both fmall and. 
great, rich and poor, free and bond, flaves and — 
favages, catholics and barbarians, to capa Se 
iin 


at any rate, his black and dark defigns; pa 


the moft vigorous acts, and fevere ediéts againft’ 
thofe who refufed compliance; enaéting by his’ 
omipotent power, that they fhould net buy nor 
fell, nor carry on any trade or commerce by land 
er fea, Now, the adminiftration feems here de- 
feribed, that has for a number of years, been fo | 
rievous and diftreffing to thefe colonics in Ame- 
rica, claiming an abfolute power and authority to’ 


make laws, binding in all cafes whatever, without 


check or controul from any; which has proceeded 
in the exercife of this defpotic, arbitrary power, 


to deprive one of them, of their moft, eifential | 


and 
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‘and chartered priv legess fent over fleets and ar- 


‘mies to enforce their cruel, tyrannical edicts, 
‘which have i invoh ved us in all the calamities and 
‘horrors of a civil wars whieh have deftroyed many 
“‘ufeful lives, burnt two of our flourifhing towns, 


captured many of our veflels that fell in their 
“way, pr eibiced: and deftroyed « our fithery and 
“trade bidding | us to > buy, or fell, and taken in 
a ho: 


our intereft and nd. property and threaten, us with 
gene La deftruction, for no other teafon than a 
e will not ae our “liberties, peat and 


Borileges, ald become abject vafia Hy and flaves 


tic and. eee power. I fay, the ad- 
ee feems defcribed, and appears to have 


oe ny of the features, and faeoh of the temper 

maser of thé i ty of the beaft which the 
spl & TaPsclent which had two horns like a 
lamb, and fpoke as a dragon, And the language 
of our pufillanimous foes, and even their adhe- 
Tents, pe one ft us, fe 
xi Tho is like unto the beaft? WwW 0 is 


tt ke war with shim.” 


Aastha 


watel vl providence of of God, i in peering his 


and ‘tempefts, the commotions and. convulfions 
that have been occafioned by the oppreffive tyran- 
nical powers of the earth. The great dragon, 
her. oh aaa 6 enemy, notwithftanding is mighty 
ftrength and power, cruelty and tage, has alway 


been overcome by the’ blood of the Lamb, and 


by the word of their teftimony, in all her w 
and conflits.with him; which, inftead of anfw 
ing 


ee | Ue 


ope in a way of ees and robbery, 


ms plainly predicted, Ve 


eine what. has been faid, we fee 1 ree 


anity. Her enemies and adverfaries, in a 
furious attacks and malicious encounte 


- 
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of 


“the flames of perfecution, like eats buth 


- Tivets and feas, has been like feed planted for the 
‘ehurch, and made it fpread thro” a wider compafs, 


‘and grow  fafter in the world. All the combined 
‘policy of earth and hell has not been able to over- 
‘throw and demolifh this bui ne of God, who 
thas eflalithed it, and will preferve it by his al 
‘mighty power, till all the purpofes of his redeem- 
ing love and grace are accomplifhed in the com- 
pplete falvation of his-chofen’ ones, It muft be 
confefled, that the trials, afflitions and diftrefles 
‘of the church have. Peet Be) pire ule hae 
have been as a purifying far t 
from drofs and corruption, and to make her thine 
brighter in all the graces and virtues of Chrifti- 
all their 
rious encounters, have 
never gained any confiderable and lafting advan- 
tage to themfeives; but generally have come off 
with lofs, difappointment and fhame; and had 


_ their own weapons, and the blows they have 
_ ftruck, retorted back on them, with redoubled 
~ force and vengeance. _ God promifes to give pow- 


er to his faithful witneffes and fervants, ‘ And if 


nace, to cleanfe her — 
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any man will, hurt them, fire proceedeth out of 
their mouth, and. voureth their. enemies. Anc 
if. any man will art. them, | he muft in this man- 
r be killed.” Rev. ii, 3 If the enem nies of 
the church, | in, the wars: ee y fet on foot. ta ¢ 


ny of het “members sisted they” themfelye 

thall go into captivity; and he that killeth 1 th sm 
with the an au s, SA with the Bort 
fi eee 


bevel undertak en, ‘to coal fae oe 
af 


ae 


ting ty ty yrants of the. ae pte to. haye great 

power. and ftrength, fome. ofa felfifh and time: 
rous. turn ‘of mind, may inadvertantly. think it 
fafeft to pay worthip and allegiance to them; and 
receive their mark, and feck fhelter. ‘and. pré- 
te under their \ wings, from the impending 
But. they. are moft. artfully. deluded. and: 
ratitededh “ The fame,” fays thea poftle, Rev. 
xiv. TO, fhall drink of the wine of the wrath 


of God, which is poured out without mixture, 


into the cup of his indignation. « And he fhall be 


‘tormented with fire and brimftone, in’ the pre- 
fence of the holy angels, and in “the prefence of 
the Lamb; and the fmoke. of their t torment afcend- 
eth up foray and ever, pan! they have no reft day 


nor iN ¢ v 

E may, i ina peculiar manner, ages the 
- ind dealings of ‘God in his Providence. ac 
FF is 


- oa fe 


has planted as 
Vi ling wildernefs. 


by fering fire to two of their thips with lightening from hea- 


ven; and by a late very fweeping ftorm on the coatts of 
cremains: to an immenfe deftruction of both men and 


with all the artillery of heaven, to encounter the dragon, 
and to vanquifh this black hoff. . 


- our works, muft haye nota few, but many things 


o rad/s! 
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favours. of sheaven toward our fathers, and us, 


er arel pola while on the one hand, we 
fee abundant caufe for thank{fgiving and praife to 
our almighty preferver, and moft gracious bene- 
factor ; we may on the other hand fee the greateft 
reafon foes deepeft. humiliation, repentance, 


and contrition of heart, for. our vile abufe and_ 


mifimprovement of thefe privileges and favours. 
What an amazing low fenfe have we had, of the 


worth of the uncommon gifts and. bounties of 


heaven? How awfully have they been flighted 


dity, ingratirude and unthankfulnefs has. iy Si 
in our hearts?, How lukewarm and indifferent have 


-we been, in the moft important concerns of reli-, 
ion? How carelefs. and unconcerned about the, 


Pere and welfare of the church of Chrift? How, 


backward to come into fellowfhip and commu-, 
nion with her, and to attend the rites and ordi-, 
nances which diftinguith (at leaft outward] God's, 
children from the profane wicked world? How. 


does iniquity abound among us, and the love of 


many wax cold? How has the gold become dim,, 
the moft fine gold changed? What awful, back-, 
flidings and declenfions in this land, once dedi-, 


cated to the Lord as a mountain of holinefs, and. 


an habitation of righteoufnefs, liberty and peace? 


i 


Surely the great head of the church, who knows. 
againft us. We have, in a great meafure, loft, 


. 


- that lively iy ‘zeal and brotherly love, fo con~ 
in the temper and conduct of our pious, 


fhigugus, sir 
fore fathers, and added fuch a beauty and Fi 


to their characters. The true and noble {pirit of. 


primitive chriftianity is {carce to be found among , 
ee ay : EK us ; 


— 


bai 


us; ‘have loft our firft love, ‘the to ve of our efpou- 

AK, “and Kindnefs of our ‘youth, ~ Our pire 

deci @ in doétrine, worthi ip and difcipline;, and 

have had awful fchifins and rents made in them, 

A fpirit of contention, divifion and f parati f 

prevailed to the great wounding of 
. and'tot difhonour and fhame of all the p 

_mnoters and abettors thereof.’ How have the Pro- 

" phets, ‘the faithful | witneffes of Chrift, been. dec 
f ifed and treated with contempt; ; while | prophe- 
ying in fackcloth; and | the oe in, the true 

chrch, in her ‘plain  drefs_ poe) purity 
and fim mpl icity, been ridiculed,’ a neki 
ea 0 beauty or eee fies ‘Ho wae 


hist Hite frogs _that 1 ‘the! 
mouth of the falfe “prophe ied” aiid 
o tivated with their el atunt ull Of “dif 

and confufion? How'has the beauty of this’ 
oleae land of Immaniel been defect” and its’ 
glory: fpoiled t by the little foxes treading déwn our’ 
| Tea deeniaeey | ‘and by the inroads of the wild’boar’ 
of the wildernefs : > Théfe: ‘things are eo mat- 
- ter of deep and fetious lainent tion, as they are 
clube the -eaufes of the | $ an 
ie with ey We! ney 


a Punta on aii wel - been’ trea 
~ will, many of ‘them, ‘moft Cea gman cir 
fs iment ‘in this land; ork olid g sroN nds | 

5 ta and. encoura ap ‘for ; 

and gloins day. Tho’ we may, in ‘God's # atte 
uber abe? yore rebuked: and’ chat ifed 


for 


\ 


and prefent. = fations 0 ee 
Bebe anny we ‘up to defolation and 
t is not likely. tig eate that God 
4 r th 4 a) ¥ 


eau re al Tt 
that, a perfect ecuting, © 


‘fir ggles. eee he has been planted. 
nore it is” attacked, the more it 
| flourifhes. The time is coming and 
ning on, when Babylon the great fhall fall to 
rife no more; when all wicked tyrants and op- 
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preffors fhall be deftroyed. for ever. Thefe violent 
attacl the woman in the wildernefs, may 
poflibly be fome of the laft efforts, and dying 
ftrug 


; he man o fin. ie hefe commotions _ . 
, d the ‘ x ‘ 


iat overthrow, fa caie 
Peaibetity of Chrift’s church. of 
aid and acknowledged, that the oe 
ome ate ‘become the bine ie 


gin ‘to he poured. om on his: 
retfaries ; and there is falling on - 
and grievous fore. And to fuch 

1 the blood of faints and prophets, — 
to them, blood will be ce to anal for they. 


are 


appetites ak 


[ 50 , ; 
are worthy., And they will gnaw, their tongue 

o} Farehaedae aeece for pain; and ah fe 
cup of the wine of the fiercenefs of her wrath; 
and be rewarded double. The Lamb {hall over- 
come them, for he is Lord of Lords, and King 

OE nas and they that are with him, are called, | 
and chofen, and faithful. , May the Lord fhorten 
the days of tribulation, and appear in. his glory, 
to build up Zion; that his knowledge might co- _ 
ver the earth, as the waters do the feas; that 
wars and tumults. may ceafe thro’ the world, and 
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YN the thirteenth chapter of Revelation, the 
apoftle {aw in vifion, two beafts coming up; 
which, as far as 1 am acquainted, expofitors have 
generally explained as a two-fold figurative repre- 
fentation of the fame event. But to Me it appears, 
that as the beafts were very diverfe, the one 
from the other ; fo very different events were fi- 
gured out by them. | It is faid, verfe 1. ‘ And 
J ftood upon the fand of the fea, and faw a ; 
beaft rife up out of the fea” i.e. out of the 
church, “ having feven heads, and ten horns,” 
é&c. And in the rith, verfe, itis faid, « And I 
beheld another beat coming up out of the earth,” 
i. ce. of an earthly extract, fpringing up from ve- : 
ry terrene, fenfual motives, “ and he had two 
horns like a lamb, and he fpake as a dragon.” 
This firft beaft here deferibed, has been well > 
explained’ by expofitors, and applied to the man of 
fin, to the rife and, eftablifhment of popery, 
But this fecond beaft, with equal juftice and \ 
propriety, may be confidered as figurative of, and 
fulfilled in what is called, King Hexry’s refor- 
* mation. Every one that is acquainted wish the a et 
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Beridial character of that prince, cannot but be 
: feniible, that the motives by which he was influen- - 
ced to feparate from the'church of Rome, were 
of a very terrene,. fenfual, earthly | nature ; fitly 
-defcribed.. by the: beaft’s: coming: up: gut! of “the 
earth. “ And he had two horns,” civil and ec- 
clefiaftical power, ‘like a lamb,” with a more 
mild, benign‘and favourable afpect on the church, 
‘than the firtt beaft. King Henry, when he broke 
with the Pope, affumed the chief and fupreme - 
-authority in the Britifh church, as well as nation ; 
here decyphered by the ** two horns.” And © he 
{pake as a dragon.” Witnefs, the many’ hot and 
cruel perfecutions that have been. carried on in 
the kingdom, fince the reformation, ‘to, the, de-,, 
 ftru€tion of multitudes of the faithful fervants. 
of Jefus Chrift. Altho’ Henry affumed headthip 
in the church as well as fate ; yet it was a work 
of time to get himfelf acknowledged and efta+ 
blithed in that character ; in the accomplithment 
of which, he may be faid, “ To do great won- 
ders,” Se. Verle 13, 14. ‘* Saying to them that 
. dwell on the earth, that they fhould make an 
. image to the beaft, "which had the wound by a 
fword, and did live, Catia ine fir beaft, the 
Pope. 

THE apoftle Paul, prophefied lofuthe, man of 
fin, 2 Theff. ii. 4. and defcribes him as one, 
“‘ Who oppofeth and exalteth himfelf above all 
that is called God, or is worfhipped.; fo that he 
as God fitteth in the temple. of God, fhewing 

7 himfelf that he is God.” Claiming to: Bethe head 
of the church, and affaming fu preme, fovercign, 
abfolute authority 1 in it, is here pointed, out as the. 
grand, peaultia and. diftinguithing, mark and cha- : 
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racter of the man.of fin; moft clearly and plainly 
fulfilled in the Pope. Confequently, headfhip - 
and fupremacy in the church, muft be the pecu- 
liar and diftinguifhing features of this image of 
the firft beaft, which the fecond beaft required to 
be made... And what can be a more clear, plain © 
and exprefs fulfilment of this prophecy, than that 
fupremacy in the church, given to our kings, ever 
fince the reformation, by the Britith ecclefiaftical 
conftitution ? ‘Where can we find any thing in all 
hiftory, that bids io fair for an accomplifhment of 
this emblematical prediction, in the rifing of the 
fecond beaft? Nothing but a fond partiality, of 
applying every thing that is bad, to the Pope, 
can, I conceive, prevent our embracing this ap- 
plication of the prophecy.) § | 
~. « Ler not thofe who are friendsto the epifco- 
pal form of church government, look upon them- 
felves pointed at, by any thing I have here faid. 
For real epifcopacy does not imply an alliance be- 
-tween church and ftate; nor neceffarily require 
an earthly head to the church; much lefs to inveft 
the king with that character, as every one mutt 
acknowledge who will. plead for epifcopacy as the 
primitive form of the church, fet up by the apof- 
tles. Becaufe all the kings of the earth, in their 
day, amd for many years after, were fo far from 
being efteemed heads to the church, that they 
were not fo much as members in it.” 
Tue time prefixed for the continuance of the 
firtt beaft, is ‘* forty and two months.” See verfe 
5. But the number of the fecond beaft is menti- 
oned in the 18th verfe. ‘¢ Here is wifdom. Let 
him that hath underftanding count the number 
of the beafi: For it is the number of aman, and 
his 
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“his number i is fictnindeea threefe ore and fix.” Ex: 
 pofitors have many: of them, ‘fuy pofed that’ this 
“umber intended the [period fr 
Reha ee ete this vifion, to the rifi ng of the 
eat. But as this is the number’ mat the fe- 
nd beaft, if it be applied in fuch @ manner), ‘it 
matt be taken’ for that period | between the rife of 
the firft, and of the fecond’ beaft. ‘ But as the 

© Gentinudnce of the firft beaft was limited to forty 
two prophetic months, of'a’thoufand two ‘ilidied 
~ and feventy feven years; fo this number fix hun- 
dréd fixty” fix, may denote the ‘duration of ‘the 
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**The author, who in 1774 was pastor 

| of Christ Church in Fairfield, Conn., was 
highly in favor of the Colonial cause. 
He show the Scriptures to have declared 
in favor thereof, and then goes on to 
declaim against the actions of man in 
opposition to divine providence mentioning 
in particular, Andros, Cornbury, Bernard, 
Hutchinson, Gage, Carlton, Dunmore, the 
Quebec Bill, &c. 


